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ENROLLED

Regular Session, 2014

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 5I

BY REPRESENTATIVE HODGES AND SENATORS WHITE AND ERDEY

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To create the Comite River Diversion Canal Project Task Force to study and make

recommendations on actions necessary to complete the construction of the Comite

River Diversion Project.

WHEREAS, the Amite River and its tributary, the Comite River, are major causes

of catastrophic flooding in the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area, particularly in the

nofiheastern parl ofEast Baton Rouge Parish; and

WHEREAS, during the flood of 1983, substantial portions of the parishes of East

Baton Rouge, Livingston, and Ascension were inundated with flood waters; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Comite River Diversion Canal Project is to divert

flood waters from the upper Comite River to the Mississippi River; at its maximum capacity,

the project will divert twenty thousand cubic feet per second by gravity flow; and

WHEREAS, once completed, the Comite River Diversion Canal could divert fifty

percent of the flood waters from the upper Comite River, which would substantially reduce

flood stages along the lower Comite and Amite Rivers; and

WHEREAS, following the displacement of thousands of residents from the New

Orleans area after Huruicane Katrina, East Baton Rouge Parish has experienced an explosive

population growth and is now the most populous parish in the state, making the Comite

River Diversion Canal Project all the more important and urgently significant.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

establish the Comite River Diversion Canal Project Task Force to meet and make

recommendations to the legislature and the appropriate state and federal agencies on actions

necessaty to complete the construction and maintenance of the Comite River Diversion

Canal Project, including strategies to comply with mitigation requirements and right-of-way

acquisitions.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be comprised of the

following rnembers:

( l) One member shall be the member of the House of Representatives appointed

by the speaker of the House whose district is directly impacted by the Comite River

Diversion Canal Project and who shall be the chairman of the task force.

(2) One member shall be the member of the Senate appointed by the president

of the Senate whose district is directly impacted by the Comite River Diversion Canal

Project and who shall be the vice chairman of the task force.

(3) One member shall be appointed by the members of the Louisiana

congressional delegation representing the district in which the Comite River Diversion Canal

Project is located.

(4) One metnber shall be the district engineer of the U,S. Army Corps of

Engineers, New Orleans District, or his designee.

(5) One member shall be the secretary of the Department of Transportation and

Development, or his designee.

(6) One member shall be the executive director of the Coastal Protection and

Restoration Authority, or his designee.

(7) One member shall be a former member of the Amite River Basin Drainage

and Water Conservation District board of commissioners appointed by the chairman of the

task force.

(8) One member shall be a current rnember of the Amite River Basin Drainage

and Water Conservation District board of commissioners appointed by the chairman of the

task force.

(9) One mernber shall be the director of the Depaltment of Public Works of East

Baton Rouge Parish, or his designee.

( 10) One member shall be a home builder within the area impacted by the Comite

River Diversion Canal Project appointed by the president of the Louisiana Home Builders

Association.

(11) One member shall be a realtor in the area impacted by the Comite River

Diversion Canal Project appointed by the Louisiana Realtors Association.
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(12) One member shall be arepresentative ofthe Federal Emergency Management

Agency (FEMA) appointed by the director of FEMA's Louisiana Recovery Office.

(13) One member shall be a landowner in the area impacted by the Comite River

Diversion Canal Project appointed by the Louisiana Landowners Association.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall submit recommendations to

the House Committee on Transporlation, Highways and Public Works and the Senate

Committee on Transportation, Highways and Public Works no later than January 15, 2015.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this task force will be staffed by the House

Committee on Transportation, Highways and Public Works staff for all meetings of the task

force.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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ENROLLED

2015 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 66

BY REPRESENTATIVE HODGES

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To continue the Comite River Diversion Canal Project Task Force that was created pursuant

to House Concurent Resolution No. 51 of the 2014 Regular Session of the

Legislature of Louisiana to study and make recommendations on actions necessary

to complete the construction of the Comite River Diversion Canal Project.

WHEREAS, the Amite River and its tributary, the Comite River, are major causes

of catastrophic flooding in the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area, particularly in the

northeastern part of East Baton Rouge Parish; and

WHEREAS, during the flood of 1983, substantial pofiions of the parishes of East

Baton Rouge, Livingston, and Ascension were inundated with flood waters; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Comite River Diversion Canal Project is to divert

flood waters from the upper Comite River to the Mississippi River; and

WHEREAS, at its maximum capacity, the project will diverl twenty thousand cubic

feet per second by gravity flow; and

WHEREAS, once completed, the Comite River Diversion Canal could divert fifty

percent of the flood waters from the upper Comite River, which would substantially reduce

flood stages along the lower Comite and Amite Rivers; and

WHEREAS, as a result, flood insurance premiutns would be dramatically reduced

in the area, which would boost home ownership and the overall economy of the region; and

WHEREAS, this is a major reason why the task force should continue its work; and

WHEREAS, following the displacement of thousands of residents from the New

Orleans area after Hurricane Katrina, East Baton Rouge Parish has experienced an explosive

population growth and is now the most populous parish in the state, making the Comite

River Diversion Canal Project all the more important and urgently significant'
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

extend the Cornite River Diversion Canal Project Task Force to meet and make

recommendations to the legislature and the appropriate state and federal agencies on actions

necessary to complete the construction and maintenance of the Comite River Diversion

Canal Project, including strategies to cornplywith mitigation requirements and right-of-way

acquisitions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be comprised of the

following members:

(l) One member shall be the rnember of the House of Representatives appointed

by the speaker of the House whose district is directly impacted by the Comite River

Diversion Canal Project and who shall be the chairman of the task force'

(2) One member shall be the member of the Senate appointed by the president

of the Senate whose district is directly impacted by the Comite River Diversion Canat

Project and who shall be the vice chairman of the task force,

(3) One member shall be appointed by the members of the Louisiana

congressional delegation representing the district in which the Comite River Diversion Canal

Project is located.

(4) One member shall be the district engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers, New Orleans District, or his designee.

(5) One member shall be the secretary of the Department of Transportation and

Development, or his designee.

(6) One member shall be the executive director of the Coastal Protection and

Restoration Authority, or his designee.

(7) One member shall be a former member of the Amite River Basin Drainage

and Water Conservation District board of commissioners appointed by the chairman of the

task force.

(8) One member shall be a current member of the Amite River Basin Drainage

and Water Conservation District board of cornmissioners appointed by the chairman of the

task force.

(9) One member shall be the director of the Deparlment of Public Works of East

Baton Rouge Parish, or his designee.
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(10) One mernber shall be a home builder within the area impacted by the Comite

River Diversion Canal Project appointed by the president of the Louisiana Home Builders

Association.

(11) One member shall be a realtor in the area impacted by the Comite River

Diversion Canal Project appointed by the Louisiana Realtors Association.

(12) One membershall be arepresentative ofthe Federal EmergencyManagement

Agency (FEMA) appointed by the director of FEMA's Louisiana Recovery Office.

(13) One member shall be a landowner in the area impacted by the Comite River

Diversion Canal Project appointed by the Louisiana Landowners Association.

(14) One member shall be the state representative representing District 63.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall meet at least on a biannual

basis and shall submit recommendations to the appropriate legislative committees, as

necessary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this task force will continue to be staffed by the

House Committee on Transportation, Highways and Public Works staff for all meetings of

the task force.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATryES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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2016 l{egular Sessiort

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 39

BY REPRESENTATIVE HODGES

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To continue the Cornite River Diversion Canal Project Task Force that was created pursuant

to House Concurrent Resolution No. 5l of the 2014 Regular Session of the

Legislature of Louisiana and continued by House Concurrent Resolution No. 66 of

the 2015 Regular Session of the Legislature of Louisiana to study and make

recommendations on actions necessal'y to complete the constt'uction of the Comite

River Diversion Canal Project.

WHEREAS, the Amite River and its tributary, the Comite River, are major causes

of catashophic flooding in the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area, particularly in the

northeastern part ofEast Baton Rouge Parish; and

WHEREAS, during the flood of 1983, substantial portions of the parishes of East

Baton Rouge, Livingston, and Ascension were inundated with flood waters; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Comite River Divelsion Canal Project is to divert

flood waters from the upper Cornite River to the Mississippi River; and

WHEREAS, at its naximum capacity, the project will divert twenty thousand cubic

feet pel second by glavity flow; and

WHEREAS, once completed, the Comite River Diversion Canal could divert fifty

percent of the flood waters fi'om the upper Comite River, which would substantially reduce

flood stages along the lower Cou.rite and Amite Rivers; and

WHEREAS, as a lesult, flood insurance premiums would be dramatically reduced

in the area, wbich would boost home ownership and the overall econotny of the region; and

WHEREAS, this is a major reason why the task force should continue its work; and

WHEREAS, following the displacement of thousands of residents frorn the New

Orleals area after Huricane Katrina, East Baton Rouge Parish has experienced an explosive
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population growth and is now the most populous parish in the state, making the Cornite

River Diversion Canal Project all the rnore important and urgently significant.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

continue the Comite River Divelsion Canal Project Task Force to meet and make

recommendations to the legislature and the appropriate state and federal agencies on actions

necessary to complete the constnrction and maintenance of the Cornite Rivel Diversiorl

Canal Project, including strategies to cornply with rnitigation requirements and right-of-way

acquisitions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be complised of the

following mernbers:

(l) One rnember shall be the member of the House of Representatives representing

District 64, whose district is directly impacted by the Comite River Diversion Canal Project

and who shall be the chairman of the task force.

(2) One member shall be the member of the Senate representing District 6, whose

district is directly impacted by the Comite River Diversion Canal Project and who shall be

the vice chainnan of the task force.

(3) One member shall be the congressman representingLouisiana's 6'r'Congressional

District, in which the Comite River Diversion Canal Project is located, or his designee'

(4) One member shall be the district engineer of the United States Army Corps of

Engineers, New Orleans District, or his designee.

(5) One rnember shall be the secretary of the Department of Transportation and

Development, or his designee.

(6) One member shall be the executive director of the Coastal Protection and

Restoration Authority, ol his designee.

(7) One member shall be a former member of the Amite River Basin Dlainage and

Watel Conseruation District boald of commissioners appointed by the chairnran of the task

force.

(8) One member shall be a cut:rent membel of the Amite River Basin Drainage and

Water Conservation Distlict board of cornmissioners appointed by the chairman of the task

force.
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(9) One member shall be the director of the Departn.rent of Public Works of East

Baton Rouge Pat'ish, or his designee.

(10) One membel shall be a home builder within the alea impacted by the Comite

River Divelsion Canal Ploject appointed by the president of the Lonisiana Home Builders

Association.

(ll) One mernber shall be a realtot'in the at'ea impacted by the Comite River

Diversion Canal Project appointed by the Louisiana Realtors Association.

( 1 2) One menrber shall be the plesident of Livingston Parish, or his designee.

(13) One member shall be a landowner in the area impacted by the Cornite River

Diversion Canal Project appointed by the Louisiana Landowners Association.

(14) One member shall be the state representative representing District 63.

(15) One member shall be the state t'epresentative replesenting District 71.

(16) One member shall be the state senator representingDistrict 13.

(17) One member shall be the state senator representingDistrict 15.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the task force shall serve

without compensation, except for per diem or expense t'eitnbursement to which they may be

individually entitled by their respective employers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall meet at least on a biannual

basis and thereafter shall hold such meetings as deerned appropriate by a tnajority ofthe task

force,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall submit recornmendations to

the appropriate legislative committees, as necessary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this task folce will continue to be staffed by the

staff of the House Committee on Transportation, Highways and Public Works for all

meetings of the task force.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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2019 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 90

BY REPRESENTATIVE HODCES

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To expand the Comite River Diversion Canal Project Task Force to include the Arnite River

Basin District and to study and make recommendations on actions necessaly to

complete construction of the Cornite River Diversion Project and mitigate flooding

caused by the Comite and Amite Rivers.

WHEREAS, the Amite River and its tributary, the Comite River, are rnajor causes

of catastrophic flooding in the Baton Rouge metropolitan area, palticularly in the

northeastern palt ofEast Baton Rouge Parish; and

WHEREAS, during the flood of I 983, substantial portions of the parishes of East

Baton Rouge, Livingston, and Ascension were inundated with flood waters; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Comite River Divetsion Canal Project is to divert

flood waters from the upper Comite River to the Mississippi River; at its maximurn capacity,

the project will divert twenty thousand cubic feet per second by gravity flow; and

WHEREAS, once completed, the Comite River Diversion Canal could divert fifty

percent of the flood waters from the upper Cornite River, which would substantially reduce

flood stages along the lower Comite and Amite Rivers; and

WHEREAS, following the displacement of thousands of lesidents fi'om the New

Orleans area after Hurricane Katrina, East Baton Rouge Parish has experienced an explosive

population growth and is now the most popnlous parish in the state, rnaking the Comite

River Diversion Canal Project all the n.rore impoltant and urgently significant.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does heleby

expand the Comite River Diversion Canal Project Task Force to include the Amite River'

Basin District and to rneet and make reconrmendations to the legislature and the appropriate

state and federal agencies on actions necessaryto complete the constnrction and maintenance

Page I of3



HCRNO,9O ENROLLED

of the Cornite Rivel Divelsion Canal Project, including strategies to comply with nritigation

requirernents and light-of-way acquisitions, and mitigate flooding caused by the Comite and

Amite Rivers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be comprised of the

following nrembers:

( I ) One member shall be the meurber of the House of Representatives appointed

by the speaker of the House whose distlict is directly impacted by the Cornite River'

Diversion Canal Project and who shall be the chairrnan of the task force.

(2) One member shall be the mernber of the House of Representatives appointed

by the speaker of the House whose district is directly irnpacted by the Arnite River Basin.

(3) One mernber shall be the member of the Senate appointed by the president

of the Senate whose district is dilectly irnpacted by the Cornite River Diversion Canal

Project and who shall be the vice chairman of the task force.

(4) One member shall be the member of the Senate appointed by the president

of the Senate whose distlict is ditectly impacted by the Amite Rivel Basin.

(5) One meurber shall be appointed by the menrbers of the Louisiana

congressional delegation lepresenting the district in which the Amite Rivel Basin is located.

(6) One member shall be the distlict engineer of the United States Army Corps

of Engineers, New Orleans District, or his designee.

(7) One member shall be the secretary of the Department of Transportation and

Development, or his designee.

(8) One member shall be the executive director of the Coastal Protection aud

Restoration Authority, or his designee.

(9) One member shall be a former member of the Amite River Basin Drainage

and Water Conselation Distlict board of commissioners appointed by the chairman of the

task force.

( I 0) One member shall be a cun'ent member of the Arnite River Basin Drainage

and Water Conservation District board of commissioners appoirrted by the chairman of the

task force.

(11) One rnember shall be the director of the Departrnent of Public Works of East

Baton Rouge Parish, or his designee.
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(12) One rnembel shall be a horle builder within tlre area irnpacted by the Amite

River Basin District appointed by the president of the Home Builders Association of

Louisiana.

( I 3) One member shall be a realtor in the area impacted by the Amite Rivel Basin

District appointed by the Louisiana REALTORS.

( l4) One nember shall be a representative of the Federal EmergencyManagetuent

Agency (FEMA) appointed by the director of FEMA's Louisiana Recovery Office'

( I 5) One nrernber shall be a landowner in the area impacted by the Cornite River

Diversion Canal Project appointed by the Louisiana Landowters Association, Inc.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall submit recommendations to

the Joint Comrnittee on Transportation, Highways and Public Works no later than December

31,2019.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this task force will be staffed by the House

Committee on Transportation, Highways and Public Works staff for all meetings of the task

force.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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2020 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 62

BY REPRESENTATIVES HODGES AND MINCEY

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To continue the Cornite River Diversion Canal Project Task Force, which includes the

Arnite River Basin District, and to authorize the task force to study and make

recomrnendations on actions necessary to complete construction of the Comite River

Diversion Ploject and mitigate flooding caused by the Comite and Amite livels,

WHEREAS, the Amite Rivet'and its tributary, the Comite River, are majot'causes

of catastrophic flooding in the Greatel Baton Rouge Metlopolitan Area and all impacted

downstream communities of East Baton Rouge Parish, Livingston Parish, and Ascension

Palish; and

WHEREAS, during the floods of I 983 and20l6, substantial portions of the parishes

of East Baton Rouge, Livingston, and Ascension were inundated with flood waters; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Comite River Diversion Canal Project is to divert

flood waters from the upper Comite River to the Mississippi River; at its maximum capacity,

the project will divert twenty thousand cubic feet per second by gravity flow; and

WHEREAS, once completed, the Comite River Diversion Canal could divert fifty

percent of the flood waters from the upper Comite River', which would substantially reduce

flood stages along the lower Comite and Amite rivers; and

WHEREAS, following the displacement of thousands of lesidents from the New

Orleans area after Huricane Katrina, East Baton Rouge Parish experienced an explosive

population growth and is now the most populous parish in the state, making the Cornite

River Diversion Canal Project all the more important and urgently significant.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

continue the Comite River Divelsion Canal Ploject Task Force, which includes the Amite

River Basin District, and authorizes the task force to meet and make recommendations to the

legislature and the appl'opt'iate state and federal agencies on actions necessaly to conrplete

the construction and maintenance of the Comite River Diversion Canal Project, including

str.ategies to corr.rply with nritigation requirernents and right-of-way acquisitions, mitigation

of flooding caused by the Con.rite River', other required rnitigation projects and flood plain

plannirrg throughout the Amite River Basin, and the actions of the watershed initiative

peltaining to the Amite River Basin to maintain transparency to the citizens of the Amite

River Basin.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be comprised of tlte

following members:

( I ) One member shall be the mernber of the House of Representatives appointed

by the speaker of the House whose district is directly impacted by the Amite River Basin and

who shall be the chairman of the task force.

(2) Two members shall be members of the Honse of Representatives appointed

by the speaker of the House whose distlicts are directly impacted by the Arnite Rivel Basin.

(3) One member shall be the tnember of the Senate appointed by the president

of the Senate whose district is directly impacted by the Amite River Basin and who shall be

the vice chairman of the task force.

(4) Two members shall be members of the Senate appointed by the president

of the Senate whose districts are directly impacted by the Amite River Basin'

(5) One membet' shall be appointed by the members of the Louisiana

congressional delegation replesenting the district in which the Amite River Basin is located.

(6) One member shall be the general counsel of The Water Institute of the Gulf,

or his designee.

(7) One member shall be the secretary of the Department of Transportation and

Development, or his designee.

(8) One member shall be the executive director of the Coastal Protection and

Restoration Authority, ol his designee.
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(9) One mernber shall be a forrner member of the Amite River Basin Dlainage

and Water Conservation Distlict board of comrnissioners appointed by the chainnan of the

task force.

(10) One membelshall be a representative fiom the Louisiana Geological Surey.

(1 I ) One member shall be the dilector of the Deparhnent of Pttblic Wolks of East

Baton Rouge Parish, or his designee.

(12) One menrber shall be a horne builder within the area impacted by the Arnite

River Basin Distlict appointed by the president of the Louisiana Hon.re Builders Association.

(13) One member shall be a realtor in the area irnpacted by the Amite River Basin

District appointed by the Louisiana REALTORS.

(14) One membershall be a representative ofthe Federal EtnergencyManagement

Agency (FEMA) appointed by the director of FEMA's Louisiana Recovery Office.

(15) One member shall be a landownel in the area impacted by the Amite River

Basin District appointed by the Louisiana Landowners Association, Inc.

(16) One member shall be a representative of the board of commissioners for the

Amite River Basin Dlainage and Water Conservation District appointed by the president of

the board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall subnit recommendations to

the Joint Committee on Transpoltation, Highways and Public Works no later than December

31,2020.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this task force will be staffed by the House

Committee on Transportation, Highways and Public Worl<s staff for all meetings of the task

force.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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